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 1.  How to Start 
First, you and your parent(s) each can get a PIN number at 

www.pin.ed.gov. Your PIN serves as your electronic signature, 

and you can’t submit your FAFSA without one. 
You and your parent(s) need: 

 PIN 

 Social Security number or alien registration card 

 Income information (like bank statements and this year’s 
W-2 if you’ve gotten it, or last year’s tax return if not) 

If you have a driver’s license, it can be helpful to have it handy. 
 

 2.  Student Demographics 

This section asks for your personal information, like name, address, and Social Security 

information. It also asks for an email address; be sure to provide an address that you check 

regularly, because this is where the FAFSA folks will contact you about any potential 

problems and will send you the student aid report (SAR), which is a summary of your FAFSA 

information. 
 

 3.  School Selection 

Choose up to ten schools you are considering applying to, so that your FAFSA financial 

information can be sent to them. Once you apply to those schools and are accepted, the 

school will use your FAFSA information to determine your overall financial aid award 

package, including federal, state, and institutional aid. Use the search feature to find your 

school’s federal code. 
 

4. Dependency Status 

The FAFSA form will ask you a series of questions to determine if you are a dependent or 

independent student. If you are independent, you will not need to include parent 

information. (If married, you will have to provide your spouse’s information instead of  

parents’.) The FAFSA folks or your college may 

ask you to verify your independent status, so 

make sure you know where the right 

paperwork is. Even if your parents are 

financially unable to help pay for college, 

unless you answer “yes” to one of the 

dependency status questions, you still have to 

include parent information. 
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when to file?       
 

While each college and 

university has its own 

financial aid deadline, 

the federal priority date 

is February 1. Filing by 

February 1 will ensure 

you get access to the 

most amount of aid you 
qualify for. 

 

need help?      
 

You can contact the Federal Student Aid Center 

by phone at 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243) or 

319-337-5665. Or you can use their live, online 

chat feature, FAFSA on the Web, at fafsa.ed.gov 

/help.htm, under “Contact Us.” 
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 5.  Parent Demographics 

If your parents are separated or divorced, use the information 

for the parent who you live with at least 51% of the time, or 

who supports you financially at least 51% of the time. If that 

parent is remarried, the spouse’s information must be included 

as well. There is a new section for the 2014–2015 FAFSA 

application regarding parent demographics: if your parents 

are unmarried but living together, you can select that status 

and will still need to provide information for both of them. 

 

If either/both of your parents don’t have Social Security numbers, just use zeros to fill in that 

section of the form. DO NOT leave it blank. 
 

6.  Financial Information 

Have your parents and tax returns available for filling out this section. If you don’t have this 

year’s available yet (many people don’t), that’s okay; you can estimate using last year’s 

form, and there’s an option in the form for just this situation. Once you have your W-2s for 

the current year, you correct any estimated income information on your FAFSA, and the 

IRS Data Retrieval Tool can help with that. Please make corrections as early as possible for 

the most accurate financial aid package. 

 

The FAFSA form will have several very specific income questions, so if you aren’t sure, you 

can ask an expert. For in-person help, attend a College Goal Washington or other FAFSA 

completion event in your area. Additional information on this option is available from your 

academic advisor/counselor or online at collegegoalsundaywa.org. You can also 

contact the Federal Student Aid Center directly by phone at 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-

3243) or 319-337-5665. Or you can use their live, online chat feature, FAFSA on the Web. 
 

7.  Sign and Submit 
On this part of the form, it will ask if you are a “preparer.” If you are the student, spouse, or 

parent, click “no.” Then fill in signature field (i.e., the PIN you registered for beforehand), 

and click to agree to the terms. Your parent(s) will do the same on the next page. 
 

8.  Confirm 

Congratulations!  You’ve submitted your FAFSA. You should get a submission confirmation 

page, which you can print.  Once your application is processed, you will get a student aid 

report (SAR) in about a week at the email address you provided. If you receive the 

College Bound Scholarship, you will also receive an email from the Washington Student 

Achievement Council within two weeks.  
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it’s free to file!       

Remember, the FAFSA is 

always free to file at 

www.fafsa.gov. You 

should never pay 

anyone to file it for you; 

lots of free help and 

events are available. 


